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eye of the aficionado: a throwback
to when The Farm really hummed
for the Chipping Norton under the
horsepower of Lonhro, Tie The
Knot (four wins), Octagonal,
Juggler and Super Impose (two).

Going back, though, strong
interests strived to see the end of
The Farm as a racecourse.

Tommy Brassel, the foundation
sire of the Brassel boys, fought a
gallant battle in the best interests
of his home circuit. Sir Frank
Packer, with all the might of
Consolidated Press and Channel
Nine, couldn't see the point in trav-
elling so far to the races. Brassel,
then with The DailyMirror, was
tagged "Liverpool Tom" because of
his support to keep it active, and
continually stressed its benefits for
training, more appreciated by New
Zealanders than locals.

"What I'm dirty about is they
could have made it another Chan-
tilly," Brassel maintained this week.
"I suppose it's not too late but the
AJC has sold a lot of ground."

He conceded the course proper
was a point of contention. "I
mentioned it to Richard Freedman

[then high in the AJC executive
batting order] that they should re-
align it when they did the work here
because of the Pope's visit to Rand-
wick," Brassel pointed out.

Programs and major races have
been chopped and changed from
Warwick Farm and few changes
have been beneficial. "I was critical
of them switching the Warwick
Farm meeting from the Saturday
before the Doncaster to the start of
the autumn meeting," Brassel said.
"We had terrific fields then in the
Liverpool Cup. Warwick Farm was a
buffer between Rosehill and Rand-
wick. Like Moonee Valley between
Caulfield and Flemington."

But great horses, particularly
those from New Zealand, have
flourished preparing at The Farm,
far more relaxed than Randwick.
There was a time when the twang of
Kiwi accents was more prevalent
there than at Bondi Beach.

"It probably started with Lariy
Wiggins and Harold Riley but then
Syd Brown arrived," Brassel
recalled. "We always looked
forward to the visitors, too, trainers
like RayVerner, the O'Sullivans..."

Lonely road ... Injured jockey Lachlan Fyfe exercises in the pool at
Ryde rehabilitation centre. National Jockeys Celebration Day is on
this Saturday and commemorates jockeys who have lost their lives
in riding accidents and raises funds for the National Jockeys' Trust.
For more Jenny Evans photos and slideshow with commentary
entitled "The Forgotten", go to http://vimeo.com/9799141

Actually, Brassel rates the New
Zealanders as the highlight in recol-
lections of The Farm.

Going back to the 1960s they
were treated with extreme caution.
Coming off all-tote betting at home,
theywere market-conscious and
could throw a dummy more decept-
ive than those of Benji Marshall.

Bob Moore, one of the great racing
personalities of my early years,
advised me: "If you are in a room
with one bullet left in your gun and
confronted by a New Zealander and a
vicious tiger who hasn't eaten for a
week, shoot the New Zealander and
take your chances with the tiger."

Brassel would wrestle the tiger
barehanded and buy the New Zeal-
ander a drink.
Hoofnote: From my experience, if
New Zealanders such as "Speed"
Riley, Syd Brown and John Wheeler
were horses, theycould take their
place in the Chipping Norton against
the likes of Super Impose, Octagonal
and Tie The Knot and more than
hold their own. Unlike tigers, Kiwis
do change their stripes.
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